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05 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Joan  
 
In accordance with the Written Agreement on Inter-Governmental Relations between the 
Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Government, I am writing to inform you of the Scottish 
Government’s contribution to the Joint Ministerial Committee on Europe, JMC (E), which was 
held on Thursday 30 January 2020 in London. 
 
I attended this meeting in my previous capacity as Minister for Europe, Migration and 
International Development.  
 
Please note that the JMC (E) did not convene ahead of the December European Council, as the 
Council meeting coincided with the UK General Election. However, I wrote to the UK Government 
to provide the Scottish Government’s views on the European Council agenda, and called for a 
substantive meeting to be held in January to ensure the UK Government shared its approach for 
engagement with the devolved administrations with respect to on-going EU business during the 
transition period.   
 
Given the short notice with which the UK Government confirmed an agenda, the Scottish 
Government was not in the position to provide these details to the Committee prior to the JMC 
(E) meeting. However, I am pleased to provide an update on the Scottish Government’s 
contribution at the meeting.  
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I noted again with sadness that the UK would be leaving the EU, a decision which the people of 
Scotland had not voted for. In doing so I expressed disappointment and frustration that the UK 
Government had shown continued disrespect to the will of the devolved legislatures which had 
all refused legislative consent to the UK Government’s EU (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill.  
 
In relation to the preparations for the transition period, I emphasised that the Scottish 
Government firmly opposes to the UK Government’s decision not to attend EU meetings the UK 
is invited to attend during the transition period. It is the Scottish Government’s view that this 
approach is self-defeating by surrendering the ability of the UK to influence the EU directly while 
it remains subject to the obligations of EU membership. I noted that it was our expectation that, 
irrespective of the UK Government’s approach, that the Scottish Government’s access to EU 
meetings and events must continue to be facilitated where such opportunities exist to ensure we 
can continue to effectively protect Scotland’s interests. 
 
Another area of concern for the Scottish Government is the UK Government’s view to cease 
JMC (E) meetings pending an outcome of the Intergovernmental Relations Review – a position 
which was taken without prior notice or consultation with the devolved administrations.  I noted 
that the UK Government had given an undertaking at the JMC (EN) that their proposals would 
be discussed at the JMC (EN) before they would be considered, let alone progressed, any 
further. I emphasised that any unilateral decision to cease meetings of the JMC (E) would be a 
breach of the Memorandum of Understanding on devolution which mandates the existence of 
the forum as the mechanism by which the devolved administrations contribute to the formulation 
of UK policy on the European Union. In the absence of a joint decision to reform current 
intergovernmental machinery by our respective Heads of Government at a JMC (Plenary) 
meeting, I reaffirmed the Scottish Government’s commitment to the Memorandum of 
Understanding and the principles for meaningful engagement agreed at the October 2018 JMC 
(E) meeting, and called upon the UK Government to do likewise 
 
 As the EU embarks in a new institutional cycle I highlighted the Scottish Government will 
continue to be a proactive and responsible European partner, in spite of Brexit. The Scottish 
Government’s agenda and ambitions align strongly with the EU’s strategic agenda for the next 
five years, particularly in tackling the climate emergency through the low carbon transition, 
promoting sustainable inclusive growth, and our policies and investment to improve the 
prosperity and wellbeing of citizens.  
 
As part of this, the Scottish Government will proactively engage with Croatia during their 
Presidency and beyond, particularly in areas of shared challenges and opportunities. Addressing 
demographic decline is a priority for the Croatian Presidency, and the Scottish Government is 
keen to share learning with Croatia on the work of the Ministerial Population Task Force to 
address Scotland’s distinct demographic and geographical needs. I expressed my 
disappointment regarding the UK Government’s disregard of the Scottish Government’s 
proposals for a tailored migration policy for Scotland, published on 27 January 2020, and called 
the UK Government to meaningfully and constructively engage with the Scottish Government on 
this matter going forward.  
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I also sought clarity on the UK Government’s position on whether to associate to the range of EU 
programmes of vital importance for Scotland such as Horizon Europe, Erasmus+ and Creative 
Europe. I also raised the lack of a clear commitment by the UK Government to engage with all 
the devolved administrations as equal partners in the development of the UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund. 
 
As of today, the Scottish Government has yet to receive clarity from the UK Government on its 
approach for engagement with the devolved administrations in respect to on-going EU business 
during the transition period and, in particular, the future of JMC (E) as a forum.   
 
As you know, my colleague Jenny Gilruth MSP has been appointed as Minister for Europe and 
International Development, taking responsibility for this portfolio and wish her every success. 
Irrespective of the outcome of the Intergovernmental Relations Review, Ministers will continue to 
keep the Committee apprised of further Ministerial meetings with the UK Government and other 
devolved administrations to discuss on-going EU business in accordance with the written 
agreement on intergovernmental relations.  
 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation for the Committee’s work 
over what has been an eventful and indeed historic period, and that I look forward to continuing 
the Scottish Government’s constructive engagement with the Scottish Parliament in my new role 
as Minister for Public Finance and Migration.  
 
I am copying this letter to Jenny Gilruth MSP, Minister for Europe and International Development.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 

Ben Macpherson 
Minister for Public Finance and International Development 
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